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   Perhaps it is just taking awhile to get things underway, but observing this year's participants (our legislators) of the Sixty-Ninth General Assembly, there seems to be a “little” less animosity across the aisle than in recent years. Or, perhaps the legislation already introduced to repeal the gun control measures that created such a combative atmosphere under the Gold Dome in the 2013 session has not taken hold. We shall see.
Senate Bill 14-002:  After each incident of school violence, individuals come forward with various acts of perpetrators in the days and weeks leading up to the incident that far too many times were warnings of the approaching violence. Those acts go unreported for various reasons.
   SB 002 is premised on this legislative declaration:
· The purpose is to “empower students and the community by offering a comprehensive program of education, awareness and training and a readily accessible tool that allows students of the community to easily provide anonymous information about unsafe, potentially harmful, dangerous, violent or criminal activities in schools, or the threat of these activities, to appropriate law enforcement and public safety agencies and school officials;
· The ability to anonymously report information harmful, dangerous, violent or criminal activities in schools before or after they have occurred is critical in reducing, responding to and recovering from these types of events in schools; and
· The General Assembly therefore finds that it is appropriate and necessary to provide for the anonymity of a person who provides information to law enforcement and public safety agencies and school officials and to provide for the confidentiality of associated materials.
   Specifically, the Safe2Tell was a program created in statute to allow the anonymous reporting of dangerous and criminal activities in schools that has been administered by a nonprofit organization. SB 002 repeals the existing program and recreates it in the Department of Law. The bill also provides for transfer of property and assets and the licensing of the intellectual property belonging to the nonprofit to the Department of Law. Provision is also made for additional duties concerning training and dissemination of educational materials in school districts and law enforcement.
   Estimated state expenditures for Fiscal Year 2014-2015 are $277,286.00, and $292,922.00 for Fiscal Year 2015-2016.
   SB 002 passed its first committee hearing before the Senate Education Committee and was favorably referred to the Committee on Fiance.
Lead Sponsors of Senate Bill 002:  Senators Morgan Carroll (R-Arapahoe) 866-4879, and Bill Cadman (R-El Paso) 866-4880; and Representatives Mark Ferrandino (D-Denver) and Brian DelGrosso (R-Larimer) 866-2947.
Senate Bill 14-033:  The only response to SB 033 that seems appropriate is “Are you kidding me?” There are several bills already introduced this session that fall into that category.
   SB 033, “Concerning the Creation of Income Tax Credits for Nonpublic Education,” is yet another end run around the “prohibition” of taxpayer dollars going to pay for private school tuition. Public schools suffer as more and more of school funding dollars go to fund charter schools. The practice is assault enough onÂ the system, but SB 033 rises to new heights!
   SB 033, if passed as introduced, would create an income tax credit for individuals  who:
· enroll their dependent child in a home-based or private school; or
· offer a scholarship to a child who enrolls in a private school.
   Qualification for the credit is based on the child having “attended a public school full-time the year before enrolling in a private school and must have attended a public school as of the enactment date of the bill and prior to enrolling in a home-based school.
   Receiving the credit has a number of must do's:
· Taxpayer must obtain a tax credit certificate from the private school in which the child is enrolled;
· Taxpayer must then submit the tax credit certificate to the Department of Revenue with his or her income tax return;
· Private schools must provide an electronic report to the Department of Revenue for each tax credit certificate issued along with pertinent taxpayer's information by December 15th of the tax year for which the certificates were issued; and
· The Department of Education must provide the statewide average-per-pupil funding amount to the Department of Revenue by each December 15th.  
   The impact on General Fund revenue is estimated at reduction of $11.6 million in Fiscal Year 2013-2014, and $35.3 million in Fiscal Year 2014-2015. For the 13 years it takes for full phase-in, General Fund revenue will be reduced by an estimated $283.3 million in Fiscal Year 2026-2027, the final year of the phase-in.
Lead Sponsors of Senate Bill 14-033:  Senator Kevin Lundberg (R-Larimer) 867-4853. No sponsor as yet in the House of Representatives.
Senate Bill 14-034:  No doubt, SB 034 is partially in response to a reporter's conduct in the James Holmes/Aurora Theater case, but the increased protection for a newsperson has been needed for many, many years. While legislators privately (sometimes openly) “diss” the press, leading and objective persons compare the job of the press to that of law enforcement, to “seek out the truth.”  
   SB 034 “raises the standard for enforcing a subpoena against a newsperson,” and changes the current requirement for enforcing a subpoena against a newsperson from a preponderance of the evidence to a higher level – the standard of proof increases to clear and convincing evidence. The new elements are:  
· the newspaper did not obtain the information in confidence;
· the news information is highly material and relevant to a substantial issue involved in the proceeding;
· the news information is critical or necessary to the maintenance of a party's claim, defense or proof of an issue; and
· the news information is not obtainable from any alternative source.
   Sponsors of Senate Bill 14-034:  Senator Bernie Herpin (R-El Paso) 867-6364; and Representative Libby Szabo (R-Jefferson) 866-2962.
Senate Bill 14-071:  Pursuant to House Bill 13-1303, all registered, active voters receive a mail-in ballot for elections. If passed as introduced, that would change. New electors would be permitted “to opt out of receiving mail ballots and vote in person at voter service and polling centers.” SB 071 also requires that “all electronic voter registration forms include a place for the voter to indicate their preferred voting method;” said request may be made in written form and the decision can be reversed at a later date. The request must also be made at least 60 days prior to an election to his/her clerk on an official form.
   Look for this one to get aggressive opposition from the Clerks' Association because the mail-in ballot lessens their workload.
Point-of-Information:  The security of mail-in ballots has never been proven to this writer. In a yet-to-be resolved lawsuit, two Colorado Clerks were sued in federal court by True the Vote, a national conservative non-profit over what the group claimed was a rate of 112% of eligible voters voting – 4,536 eligible to vote, but 5,083 were registered to vote. Among questions raised were the number of voters purged pursuant to maintenance, number of notices sent to inactive voters, and number of voters removed due to being a felon.
   Additionally, are citizens to believe that the signature on every mail-in ballot cast is physically compared for verification with what's on file in the County Clerk's office?
Sponsors of Senate Bill 14-071:  Senator Kevin Lundberg (R-Larimer) 866-4853. No sponsor as yet in the House of Representatives.
Senate Bill 14-052:  As drought conditions worsen across Colorado, windblown soil from the land only adds to the dangerous conditions, as though burn scars from fires are not catastrophic enough.
   SB 052 would expand the authority of counties to respond to complaints of property damage from blowing soil due to erosion, but allowing the county to “consult a range specialist or extension agent with expertise in soil conservation or soil science when investigating a complaint.”  
   Current law allows a county to order the soil treatment when a landowner, including the state, fails to comply with a county citation and recover no more than $15.00 per  acre from the landowners. SB 052 changes the cap to the published market rates for the actual cost of the service (ranging from $7.50 per acre to $30.00 per acre, depending on the type of treatment).
   Various methods of treating soil erosion include installing barriers, ridging the soil surface, planting over crops and leaving crop residue in the soil. Approximately 2.8 million acres of land overseen by the State Land Board in southeastern Colorado is particularly likely to experience soil erosion.
Sponsors of Senate Bill 14-052:  Senator Larry Crowder (R-Alamosa, Baca, Bent, Conejos, Costilla, Crowley, Custer, Huerfano, Kiowa, Las Animas, Mineral, Otero, Prowers, Pueblo, Rio Grande and Saguache) 866-4875; and Representative Jerry Sonnenberg (R-Cheyenne, Kit Carson, Logan, Morgan, Phillips, Sedgwick and Yuma) 866-3706.
     The reader's comments or questions are always welcome. E-mail me at doris@dorisbeaver.com.
